
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF MARCH 1, 2021 
 
The Commissioner Work Session of March 1, 2921 meeting was called to order at 6:37 p.m.  
The meeting was held via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of Public Meetings was 
read by the Administrator. In attendance were Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko 
and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, the Borough Administrator, Borough Solicitor, and 
Borough Clerk.  
 
The Borough Administrator opened the Public Comment period.   
 
Herb Hess, Redman Avenue, stated that he was in attendance to show support for the 
Farmer’s Market regarding their request to move back to Kings Court for this year.  He 
asked the Commissioners to approve their request. 
 
The first items discussed included the use of public property for various events. 

1. Farmer’s Market request, Ralph Ciallella and Walter Gouldsbury were online to 
answer any questions.  Both Mayor Rochford and Commissioner Kasko stated that 
the proposal looked good and they did not have questions at this time.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich asked Mr. Ciallella if he would explain the 
importance of moving back to King Court.  As there were technical difficulties in 
hearing Mr. Ciallella, Mayor Rochford went on to ask about the use of the 
Information Center bathroom facilities, or would they be utilizing a porta potty.  If 
so, he then asked for logistics of place, and how long it is there, or would it be 
removed every weekend.  The Administrator suggested holding off on discussing 
until a decision is made on whether or not we are keeping the Information Center.  
As the technical difficulties continued, Mr. Hess indicated that the plans did not 
address bathroom facilities, to which the Administrator noted that those details 
could be worked out at a later time.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich stated that she 
appreciated the information provided in the presentation sent to the 
Commissioners, but questioned the use of “staff monitoring” for social distancing 
other regulations, specifically who would be supplying the staff.  Mr. Hess replied 
that there are Farmer’s Market staff and volunteers he believes, and this service 
would not be provided by the vendors themselves.  These people would monitor 
the number of people entering the market area, as well as ensuring that social 
distancing guidelines were followed.  Commissioner Kasko, regarding a possible 
change in location of the Information Center, asked when that change would 
become effective as the Farmer’s Market starts in mid-May.  He then asked if this 
use could be approved with a contingent that the restroom issue be resolved prior 
to their official opening.  The Administrator replied affirmatively.  Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich stated that she was in favor of the market moving back to Kings 
Court.  The Administrator then asked how the outside tables for the restaurants in 
Kings Court would be addressed.  Mr. Hess indicated that the vendors located in 
those areas could close earlier to minimize conflict or clear those areas as quickly 
as possible at then close of the market.  The Administrator advised that this issue 
would need to be worked out before the Market starts.  She then announced that 
the electric in Kings Court was upgraded last year, so that should no longer be an 
issue.  She also advised that the Borough is looking at having the landscaping 
changed there, but those details can be worked out later as well.  The 



Commissioners agreed to allow the Farmer’s Market to utilize Kings Court when 
they open later in this year, once these final details are worked out. 
 

2. Markeim Arts Center request to use an area in Crows Woods three (3) days week 
during March for an outdoor Art of Nature Class for pre-school and elementary 
children – after a brief discussion, the Commissioners agreed to the use, as long as 
they could use the pavilion in Crows Woods for the late afternoon Wednesday 
classes (3:00 to 3:50 p.m.). 
 

3. Mayor Rochford advised that the Recreation Director continues to state that 
additional field use after 3:00 p.m. beginning March 1st is not available due to the 
organized sport use and there are no alternative locations.  The Commissioners 
then talked specifically about the requests: 
a. Little Stix – Mayor Rochford stated that he suggested they use the small field 

behind Borough Hall, which has been accepted.  The Administrator advised 
that this option is only available for this year due to the upcoming construction 
project.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich asked the Administrator to reach out to 
the Borough’s Affordable Housing Developer, Community Investment 
Strategies, LLC (CIS) to confirm that they will not be needing this area prior to 
early June for staging of construction equipment.  The Commissioners agreed 
to the field use as long as there would be no interference to the construction. 

b. Healthy Kids Running – the Administrator advised that they have talked with 
Soccer to make this work.  Mayor Rochford asked that the soccer association 
provide something in writing to the Borough stating that they have agreed to 
this use.  Heather Kuczynski, Healthy Kids Running organizer, joined the meeting 
to talk about how this has been planned with the soccer organization to space 
things out more.  The Commissioners agreed to approved the use contingent 
upon receipt of letter from the soccer association that they have agreed to 
sharing the fields. 

c. Recess NJ – the Administrator suggested that this group be offered the use of 
Wheeler Park.  Mayor Rochford suggested asking this group to check this area 
out first and report back to the Borough. Commissioner Kasko expressed 
concerns about parking in that area.  The Commissioners agreed to the use 
contingent upon the number of kids involved and whether or not the group 
wished to use this area.  Additionally, parking constraints will be looked at as 
well. 

d. South Jersey Chapter of the Philadelphia Area Disc Alliance (Frisbee) – the 
Commissioners agreed to double check with the Recreation Director 
regarding field use for that time frame and the Commissioners would discuss it 
again at a future meeting.  The Commissioners also asked what the makeup of 
this organization was primarily Haddonfield residents and whether or not they 
were a non-profit organization. 

e. Jonas Cattel Run – the Commissioners agreed to allow the run.  However, if 
there are still COVID restrictions in place, then they would have to follow those 
requirements. 

f. Theater Arts Centre Film showing – Commissioner Kasko asked what time they 
would be starting this use.  It was noted that the movie will start just after 
sundown.  The Commissioners agreed to the use, as long as the number of 



expected attendees does not exceed the allowed for outside gatherings, that 
social distancing restrictions are followed and that the event does not conflict 
with soccer use. 

g. Lions Club 5K Run – the Commissioners agreed to allow the run.  However, if 
there are still COVID restrictions in place, then they would have to follow those 
requirements. 

h. Haddon Fortnightly’s Snowflake Run – the Commissioners agreed to allow the 
run.  However, if there are still COVID restrictions in place, then they would have 
to follow those requirements. 

 
The agreement with Virtua to use a portion of the Fire House was then discussed.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich provided a brief history on the current use; i.e. they use one 
of our bays for one of their ambulances, it is a 3-year agreement, has previously been 
signed by the Ambulance Association, and which is renewable as of today.  However, 
the agreement is just that we use their services for emergency care, not that they 
physically use our facility.  It was agreed that more information was needed, specifically 
regarding the potential for charging Virtua for the use of the facility or not and how other 
municipalities are handling.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich noted that this agreement 
needed to be between the Borough and Virtua since the fire house is owned by the 
Borough.  She also wanted to know more about how the agreement was started, 
specifically whether or not a Request For Proposal (RFP) process was used at the time it 
was originally signed.  Mayor Rochford stated he would find out more information on this 
topic from health insurance fund (HIF) and joint insurance fund (JIF).  Commissioner Kasko 
stated that he would also be able to find out additional information from the State about 
payments to municipalities, he believes there are some towns that charge for this use 
and some that don’t.  It was agreed that this would be further discussed at the next 
regularly scheduled work session. 
 
The current ordinance regarding when Political Signs could be placed was discussed, as 
well as the complaints regarding a candidate violating the ordinance.  The Borough 
Solicitor requested that the discussion be held in closed session so that he could provide 
attorney-client information to the Commissioners.  The Commissioners agreed.  The 
Administrator advised the Commissioners on what the Community Development Officer 
has done to deal with the issue and advised that the candidate was online asking to be 
able to speak, as well as two residents.  The Solicitor suggested that they be allowed to 
do so, but without comment from the Commissioners. 
 
Mr. Hess stated that the 1st Amendment trumps our ordinance. 
Dave Siedell, Chews Landing Road, stated that his sign for the candidate was stolen. 
Adam Puff, the candidate, stated that his reasoning for putting the signs out early was 
because that due to the vote-by-mail aspect of the election, the residents would be 
making their decisions at a time significantly earlier than the May 11th election date. 
 
The Administrator then advised the Commissioners that they had received a draft copy 
of an RFP for solicitor for the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC).  She asked the 
Commissioners if they had any questions about the document and when would they like 
to authorize the advertisement.  The Borough Solicitor questioned the wording regarding 
how complaints would be handled.  The Administrator advised that the wording used is 



the same as that used for the Planning Board (PB) and Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZB) 
Solicitor RFPs.  The Borough Solicitor commented that the issue here is that this board is an 
advisory board to the PB.  Commissioner Kasko expressed his concerns about the 
additional costs should this solicitor be required to attend the PB meetings as well.  
Discussions were held regarding who would defend the board and the Borough should 
a legal issue arise.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich noted that currently the solicitors 
determine amongst themselves who will provide representation.  The Commissioners 
agreed to take the reference in questions out of the RFP.  The timeline for this RFP was 
then discussed in relation to the upcoming municipal election.  The Administrator advised 
that as this is the first time the Borough is looking at filling such a position the document is 
written that the Board of Commissioners are the authorizing agency, but suggested that 
a sub-committee from the HPC be included in the process.  The Commissioners agreed 
to hold off on making a decision, but in the meantime the Administrator will reach out to 
the PB solicitor to see if he would be interested in filling this position as well until the RFP is 
authorized.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich noted the current ordinance puts the Borough 
solicitor as the one to represent the HPC if there is an issue.  The Commissioners agreed 
to discuss this further at their next work session. 
 
The Borough Solicitor provided an update on the recently signed marijuana regulations 
signed by the Governor.  He stated that the Borough will have 180 to decide if they 
wanted to allow the sale of recreational use in town, or to allow the growing of marijuana 
in town.  If no action is taken by the municipality then it is automatic that these activities 
would be allowed for a minimum of five (5) years.  He noted that medical marijuana was 
allowed a number of years ago.  A question was raised as to whether or not we would 
be allowed to regulate it to only certain zones.  The Solicitor indicated that the Police 
Chief join the meeting, who stated that these stores cannot be within 1,000 feet of a 
school, which limits where they can be in town.  He believes that for each store allowed 
the municipality would get 2% of the sales tax.  The Police Chief was in attendance and 
stated that the Police Chief’s Association is working with the State of whether or not they 
would be allowed within 1,000 feet of a school.  He is also waiting to hear back from the 
Attorney General’s office on the matter.  Commissioner Kasko stated that the State Board 
being set up for this is months away from publishing any regulations, although, it is good 
to start thinking about this now.  The Police Chief stated that this will be run just like the 
Alcohol Beverage Control Commission (ABC) and will be called the Cannabis Regulatory 
Commission.  The Solicitor stated that even if the Borough chooses to not allow sales within 
the municipality, we would not be able to prohibit a licensed delivery.  Commissioner 
Bianco Bezich noted that the actual time that the 180 days starts has not even been 
determined as yet.  The Administrator suggested that the Commissioners start thinking 
about this topic, so that we have an idea of where we want to go as this moves forward.  
Commissioner Kasko commented that having such a store in town would bring more foot 
traffic to the downtown.  Mr. Hess noted that marijuana use is governed by land use laws. 
 
The March 9th Commissioner Meeting agenda was reviewed.  The Administrator reviewed 
the resolutions that are currently listed, as well as the two proclamations.  The three (3) 
ordinances to be reviewed by the PB at their March 2nd meeting are on the agenda as 
well.  No changes were made at this time. 
 



Commissioner Bianco Bezich provided a report on the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC 
activities.  The Valentine’s Day events, as sponsored by Haddonfield Outdoor Sculpture 
Trust (HOST) were successful.  She also noted that there is an upcoming Restaurant Week 
that will be sponsored by the Downtown Haddonfield Restaurant Group.  
 
The Administrator advised the Commissioners that Camden County is asking to update 
the signatures on the Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement.  There are no changes in 
the wording of the agreement.  The Commissioners agreed to sign the agreement.  A 
resolution will be added to the March 9th meeting agenda. 
 
Next, the Administrator reviewed the request from the Police Department to amend the 
Handicapped Parking portion of the Code Chapter to include a handicapped parking 
space on Snowden Avenue in front of 7 Snowden Avenue.  She noted that the request 
resident had no driveway and there are two family members that are physically 
handicapped.  There is a concern that once the construction starts in that area there will 
be even more issues with them being able to park near their home.  She further advised 
that this would be something that would have to be tracked and removed if these 
residents move.  The Commissioners agreed to amend the ordinance accordingly.  The 
ordinance will be added to the March 9th agenda for introduction. 
 
At 8:07 p.m. Commissioner Kasko made a motion to go into closed session for attorney- 
client discussions of political signs, as well as Bancroft litigation and board appointments.  
Commissioner Bianco Bezich seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 
 
The Commissioners returned from closed session at 9:29 p.m. where the motion had 
included adjourning the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Deanna Bennett, RCM 
Borough Clerk 


